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that | mean you neethe desire and drive to get it done.
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the necessary work that will make that happen. There are many resources for information and fanditable to
producers through the local NRCS office, FSA office, ISU Extension, lowa Soybean Association, lowa Corn Gro
Association, Farm Journal Magazine, Successful Farming magazine and many others.

Keep in mind that our city cousins are watchirmyv we use or abuse the land. If producers are perceived as doing the
wrong thing, more regulations will be the result. However, having said that, the best reason for practicing soi
conservation measures is not to please others for fear of further rulesrestrictions, but rather we should follow good
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Current high crop prices increases the temptation -
plant crop wherever possible, even if not practica
Succumbing to the temptation of squeezing in a coug
more rows of crop isaking its toll on some road ditches
around Dallas County.

Dropping tillage equipment over the edge disrupts th.

protected soil and allows it to dislodge down the ditc
bank. Spraying over the edge of the ditch harms t
established vegetative cover andud leave the soil |
bare and susceptible to erosion.

A well vegetated road ditch serves an importa
conservation function much like a filter strip. Like a filte
strip, road ditches intercept undesirable contaminate vp@‘
from storm water runoff before thegan enter a water
body. Road ditches can slow the velocity of water,
allowing the trapping and settling of soil particles. They can reduce nutrient and pesticides from water runoff which ca
enhance water quality downstream. Vegetated road ditches can sigaport local pollinators with much needed
habitat.

There are many good reasons to back off from the road ditch. Besides, road ditch bottoms really do make lousy cr
fields.
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COVERROPS

Soil is an incredibly complex substance. It plagsical and chemical properties that allow it to sustain living
organismsnot just plant roots and earthworms, but hundreds of thousands of different insects, wormlike
creatures, and microorganisms. When these organisms are in balance, your soil cyctgsnefficiently,
stores waterdrainsthe excess, and maintains an environment in which plants can thrive.

To recognize that a soil can be healthy, dr@es only to think of the
soil as a living entity. It breathes, it transpodnd transforms
nutrients, it interacts with its
| environment, and it can eve
purify itself and grow over
time. If you view soil as
dynamic part of your farming system, unsustble crop
management practices amount to soil neglect. Thaeglect could
worsen as the soil sickens and loses its life functions one by one.

Definition: cover crop is an
annually seeded small grain croy
planted for seasonal cover

Regardless diow healthy or alive your soil is right now, cover crops can play a vital role in ensuring that you
soil provides a strong foundation for your farming system.
/ \ While the most common reasons for including cover crops in
Benefits of Cover Crops: a farming system may relate to thenmediate shoriterm
* Reduce erosion from wind & water need, the continued practice of cover cropping becomes an

* i i - - . - -
Increase soil organic matter content investment in building healthy soil over the long term.
* Capfure & recycle or redistribute nutrients

* Promote biological nitrogen fixation
* Increase biodiversity
* Suppress disease, weeds, & insects

Cover crops improve soil in a number of ways. Protection
against soil loss from erosion is perhaps the most obvious soil

* Provide supplemental forage benefit of cover crops, but providing organic matter is a more

* Minimize or reduce soil compaction longterm and equally important goal.  Cover crops
\*Reduce particulate emissions / contribute indirectly to overall soil health by catching
nutrients before they can leach out of the soil profile or, in

the case of legumes,ybadding nitrogen to the soil. Their roots can even help unlock some nutrients,
converting them to more available forms. Cover crops provide habitat or a food source for some importan

soil organisms, break up compacted layers in the ,sanhd help dry at wet soils.
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If you have been toiling with the idea of adding cover crops into your cropping systerarebatimated by

the costs NRCS can offer you an incentive payment. Through EQIP funds an annual payment can be giver
up to three consecutive years. Payments are given forwioter hardy or winter hardy cover crops. A non
winter hardy cover crops would includeats, turnips,or oil seed radishes that are likely killed by frost. A
winter hardy cover crops would include rye, winter wheat, or triticale that providgrosvth benefits in the
spring. For more information and recommendations on cover ¢rsipp intothe Dallas County NRCS office.

Online resource: http://www.leopold.iastate.edu/research/eco_files/cover_crops.htm
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CTIC SU RVEY

The Adel NRCS field office participates in the crop residue management survey for the Conservation Technology
Information Center. Six hundred crop fields across Dallas County are surveyed to determine residue levels.

The data gathered offers insight into conservation management. For example; 15 years ago 44% of fields planted
soybeans following corn had over@Qcrop residue remaining on the field. In 2011, 94% of fields had over 30% residue.
Conservation tillage increased from 44% to 94%.

When looking at corn planted into soybean residue, in 1994 25% of the crop fields had over 30% residue. In 2011, 50¥%
the fields had over 30% residue.

In general conservation tillage has increased, conventional tillage has decreased,-tilhdaming has stayed about
the same.

The chart below shows the data for Dallas County in 2011.

2011 Cornnto soybeantillage 2011 Soybean into corn tillage
= Reduced till 180% = Conventional tillage = Reduced till 1880% = Conventional tillage

LOWINTEREST LOAN PROGRAM and the
NOINTEREST LOAN PROGRAM

Loan applications are accepted at any time during the year and the approval proc
is simple, conveniengnd fast.

x A State Revolving Fund loan requires no cash up front and can result in significant cost savings, due to the low,
3% interest ratefor the life of the loan. These loans can be used in conjunction with traditional cost share
programs, such as FEIEQIP, and REAP. SRF loans start at $5,000.

x  The no interest program offers an alternative to traditional state and federal grant programs. Unlike grant

programs, the loan program is self sustaining. By design, the funds remmiganing as producers mek
payments on their loans, these funds become available to make new loans. Landowners may borrow up to
$10,000 for a 10 year period.

Both loan applications are reviewed and approved by the Dallas Soil & Water Conservation District. To aggly cont
Denise at the NRCS office or go onlinatgts://idals.iowa.gov/FARMS/F y R Ot A 01 2y GKS fAy]
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CAN CONSERVATION WAIT?

By Jim Gillespie, Interim Director
lowa Dept. of Ag & Land Stewardship, Division of Soil Conservation

Inthis ever changing world and state, what does the future hold for conservation and
agriculture? Commaodity prices are high, land values are high, rents are high, inputs are
high, and the list goes on.

But can conservation of the soil and water wait? That ttabe a good question everyone should be thinking about.

With more demands being placed on soil and water resources to produce more food for an ever growing population in
the world and with changing technology and genetics to allow different formsaafymtion in agriculture

CONSERVATION CAN NOT WAIT.

Every land owner and farm operator should take the time to contact their local Soil and Water Conservation District anc
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service office to see what they can do foratimmsen their land. Look at this

as an opportunity to protect the land that is the basis of your farming business. Everything that comes from your
operation depends on the land that you own or operate. You are left to manage your land as weltas yole as
productive as possible. But you will need the soil and water resources that you have for a long time, so protect them s
they can support your operation well into the future.

Consider practices such as residue management, structural pracicesutrient management to protect the

productivity of your operation as well as protect water quality. Keep your valuable soil in place to maintain good soil
quality that will enhance and maintain production. Control the water that falls on yourtdgmdducing compaction and
try to absorb as much as possible to reduce runoff. Water is valuable to production and protection, so try to use it so
that it will be available when needed by the plants.
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protection of something: esp.: planned management of a natural resource to prevent exploitation, destruction, or
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Accept that responsibility and put CONSERVATION at the top of your business plan. Be the best land and farm operat
you can be and conserve your soil and water resources so your agricultural operation will maintain itself for a long time
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being used by other states. The emphasis behind the chapteating is to foster community
involvement. There are currently 16 active lowa FarnStihool Chapters throughout the state
Each chapter has developed and implemented a plan so as to uphold the objectives and mis
the Farm to School Program. Such activities in these chapters include;-yroalty lowa food pre §
curement, eating fresliruit and vegetables from lowa, school gardens, field trips to local fa

and orchards, purchase of kitchen equipment to better serve needs of students, educat
presentations and materials, food fairs, and classroom activities.

¢ K R isdor Applé nitiative was launched in the fall of 2008 and has grown every year since. The purpose of thi
initiative is to encourage the purchase of locajlpwn lowa apples. This is geared towards the otesa and teachers,
offering a variety of educational seurces & funds to assist in the purchase of apples for students. In the past, fun
games, educational preseritans, brochures, apple books, taste tests, pencils, erasers, and monetary assistance hav
been distributed to paicipants. The number of studesiserved and teachers participating increases every year!
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Tammy Stotts 51-281-7657 or go to: www.iowaagriculture.gov/AgDiversification/farmToSchoolProgspm.a

Page 4



2nd Annual Conservatlon Awards BBQ

Was held
Tuesday evening, September 6
the evening included:
Social hour5:30 to 6:30
Dinner of smoked chops,
cheeg potatoes, baked bes,
roll, desert, & drink
prepared by Gary Geneser

Bill Northey, lowa Secretary of Agvas our Guest Speaker
Award presentationsvere giverby
Brad Harrison, NRCS DistrictConservabnist,
& Sam Spellman Dallas SWCD Chairman
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Chris Adkinss a long timeconservation educator. He currently is employed with the Dallas County Conservation Dept as a Naturalisi
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everyyear Chris takea group of high school students and adults backpacking in ld2imis continues to do an outstanding job of
advocating conservation stewardship to everyone he comes into contact with.

Bill and Judy Oryfarm over 1200 acres of corn, soybeans, and hdyaltas and Madison County. Bill also operates a 120 head
cow/calf herd.Bill started farming in 1971 and began-tiking soon after thatHe continues to use ntill in his operation along with
grassed waterways, terraces, contouring, and ARE.Orys hae always beestrong supportes of various conservation activities.
Dwight and Marilyn Bartorreceived thefarmstead windbreak awardn 2008 they planted a 500 feet, three row windbreak
consisting of high bush cranberry bushes, Norway spruces, and pih@s.They hand planted over 100 shrubs and 50 trees.

Dwight and Marilyn takexcellent caref their windbreak and it really shows.

Rex and Karen Voedtlihast year was a big year fdoegtlin Farmén AdamsTownship.Rex & Kareapplied 40 acres of the timber
stand improvement. They enrolled 61 acres iQiBP;liree acredo trees, andthe rest toprairie grasses and forbs. They enrolled
another 93 acres of flood prone land into the Floodplain Easement Program, which will leeldequtairie grasses and forbs. The
Voegtlins do an outstanding job in conservation stewardsisipeciallyfor wildlife habitat.

Steve and Rhonda Bunnedtarted farming in 1976. They currently farm around 2000 acres in Dallas, Madison, and Adair counties
Steve started ndilind Ay GKS YAR Mm@y siltaiony with@onO@Ringgrdssedzaterwiys, and grraces. Steve
served as an assistant commissioner from 1998 to 2002 and as a commissioner in 2005 and 2006. Conservation basrabwvays
high priority with Steve and Rhonda

Rod and Ann Collinstarted farming around 1987 and currently farms around 2000 acres in Dallas and Guthtiesoliney also
operatea 120 head cow/calf herdRod farms with ndill, grassed waterways, grass contairips, contouring, pasture and hay. Rod

is also a participant in the Conservation Stewardship ProgRad.followed in his fatheBokQ, dootprints and served as a District
Commissioner for four years from 1999 to 208®8d and Ann do a great job inpnoving all the land in which they farm.

Jack and Dixie Sligltbnstructeda major grassed waterwayn their land north of Dawsarlhe waterway was 3.5 acres in size, 64
feet wide, andran about half a mile itength. The areavas quite a challenge to start with, but it turned out to be a really nice
waterway that will serve well for many years to come.
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2011 Annual Report

District Activities

x  Education & Awards
Set up rain barrel display for the county fair
Robert Sterner received 4-H conservation project award
Commissioners attended the annual Conservation Districts of lowa Conference
Mailed 2000 newsletters to Dallas County ag producers and landowners
Commissioners attended CDI Spring Regional Meeting
Sponsored Regional Envirothon Competition for High School Students
Choose senior scholarship recipient, Kaitlyn Olberding attending DC-G
Held first annual conservation awards BBQ honoring 5 conservation ag producers
Renewed Webpage and domain name www.Dallas-SWCD.org
Purchased native plants for community rain garden in Adel
RC&D activities include: Farmers Market Promotion in Perry & Buy Fresh Buy Local
campaign

x Fund Raisers
Rain barrels and asseccessories
Field marking flags

\#BUY FRESHs
7BUY LOCAL”

x Partnerships / Memberships
Conservation Districts of lowa
National Assoc. of Conservation Districts
lowa Natural Heritage Foundation
Dallas Co. Pheasants Forever
Trees Forever

x Conservation Planning
BSXUFKDVHG 3$JUHQ 7iRR@WcY de¥ibR &ebtid&@ed for conservation practices
Received $15,000 development grant for Oxley Creek watershed (Granger area)
Approved 95 revised conservation plans on highly erodible land
Approved 97 CRP conservation plans for revisions and new contracts
2 new contracts totaling 111.7 acres were enrolled into the Floodplain Easement Program
104.2 new acres were enrolled into the Grassland Reserve Program (CRP)

1 new 25.7 acre CREP site is under constructed (Conservation Reserve Easement Program)
2,314 new contract acres were enrolled into the Conservation Stewardship Program
In partnership with federal & state funding, cost share was given to install the following
conservation practices:

o0 18.5 acres of grassed waterways

171.9 acres of cover crops

2 seasonal high tunnels

1 waste storage facility

2 windbreaks

65.6 acres of timber stand improvements

28 acres of site prep for natural regeneration

6.5 acres of tree planting
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